
Gaisberg
Facts:
Town: Wösendorf
Size in ha: 27,25
Altitude in m: 220 - 409
Aspect: S - SE
Average Slope in %: 29
Max. Slope in %: 96

Insolation in hours per year: 2255
Terraced vineyard: Yes
Distance to Danube in m: 425
Labour required in h: 20.400
First documentary evidence: 1575

Description
Gaisberg designates the western part of the Kollmitz mountain. The name suggests that there was a goat pasture nearby. The
high altitude allows for a very late harvest.
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Soil Profile Gaisberg
Gravel from the Danube is found not only along the river but also on the hills above. In this case it is
prehistoric Danube gravel originating from past glaciation. The higher the altitude, the older the gravel. The
gravel still found on the Gaisberg hill was deposited during a very early ice age that began in the transition
from the Pliocene to the Pleistocene age around 2.6 million years ago. This quartz gravel is embedded in a red
loamy matrix that due to ages of weathering is rich in iron oxide. Deep and composed of material able to store
large amounts of water, the soil is meagre yet well suited for a vineyard. The humus horizon is thick, ensuring
an adequate supply of nutrients as well as better absorption and storage of water. This feature is particularly
important in dry years.
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Soil Profile Gaisberg - Goethit
The Danube gravel deposited during past glaciation can vary somewhat between vineyards. The lower third of
this profile, taken from Gaisberg, is composed of sandy sediment. The gravel has a reddish colouring more
similar to the red soils of the Mediterranean terra rossa variety than the brown soils of central Europe. This
suggests that, as the iron oxides giving the soil its colour were forming, the climate was significantly warmer
than during the period since the last ice age. While the terra rossa soils get their red colour mostly from the
iron oxide hematite, the agent responsible in the case of brown soils is goethite, named after Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe.
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